By Luis Gutiérrez Oviedo
I. INSTRUCTIONAL DECISION MAKING

MDD Standard 5

· The teacher candidate makes adjustments to the lesson plans based on assessment data and pupils’ engagement, communicating the analysis and conclusions regarding the impact of instruction.


3.1 Student Response to Lesson: 

Even Though students were not fully committed on attending tutorial classes, the ones who attended, proved themselves to be quite willing to cooperate and participate during class. Therefore, they (students) responded almost entirely as I had predicted. On the other hand, what makes the difference in student’s responses and learning is definitively motivation. That is why tutorial classes itself were prepared in order to reinforce specific topics, that most of students had troubles with, and solve doubts about the problematic topics or others. All this, in a relaxed and close environment, for them to feel free to express their opinion and participate during classes. Additionally, this was quite a challenge for me, due to I don’t have a vast experience being the one who leads a class, but thanks to my observations notes from my assigned class, plus, numerous tips from the teacher in charge of the class, I was able to lead the class with confidence, but at the same time conscious about the context. 



3.2 Adjustments for Lesson: 

Firstly, I need to contextualize this section by stablish that the teacher in charge of the class, ask me to reinforce a specific topic “Modal Verbs” for the first and second (and final) tutorial class. In addition, the first class was about recognize, uses and application of the most commonly used modal verbs. 
For the second class the aims were to challenge students regarding recognition, use and application of modal verbs in context. In order to accomplish this, the class was planned so at the beginning it would start with a review of last class to activate previous knowledge and progressively increasing the difficulty level among task. Finally, student will have to produce a piece of writing in which they will have to use most of what they saw and learned in class.


3.3 Analysis of Learning Results

3.3.1 Whole Class: 

By taking students’ performance into account I can conclude that both lessons were efficient and effective, despite the fact that students who attended the second classes were not the same from the first class (except for one of them). Even though, students were able to understand the topic (modal verbs). Moreover, a couple of students commented that they were thankful for my performances, where I was the one who deal with the theory behind the topic and found simplest ways to explaining them the topic without them to feel overwhelm with the input.  


3.3.2 Individuals: Select two students that represent different levels or kinds of performance. Describe what these students learned in relation to two significant learning goals, one of which must represent higher-level learning. Use specific examples of the students' work including student writing, test results, specific student comments, or your observations to draw conclusions about the extent to which these students attained the learning goals.


3.3.2.1 Student 1

The First student was the only one who attended both tutorials, she has a good level of English and she is always willing to participate in class. Additionally, I observed that she is  very methodical, I noticed that the student always double-check her answers and she is constantly reviewing her notes to confirm her answers during tasks. Henceforth, the student improved her understanding about modal verbs by my logical explanations behind the subject theory. As a result, she was able to produce a flawless piece of writing using modal verbs.
(Evidence will be attached at the appendix) 


3.3.2.2 Student 2

The second student only attended to the second tutorial. She also has a good level of English, but she is not as methodical as the first student. In fact, she seems to acquire the subject theory (modal verbs) without the necessity of taking notes or double-check her answers. On the contrary, the students prove to have a faster reaction to answer during tasks. Moreover, she seemed to get bored during logical and theoretical explanations about the topic, which makes me think that she is probably a self-taught person. Consequently, she was able to produce a piece of writing using modal verbs faster than her classmates, but the fact that she does not double check her answer or writing makes her commit minor violations in terms of spelling and grammar.



3.4 Impact of your instruction on Student Learning 

3.4.1 Identify what you believe to be the instructional strategies and activities that contributed most to student learning.

According to my criteria, students responded relatively positive when they received simplest explanation concerning the topic theory (modal verbs). In fact, they express that they had troubles understanding theory behind topics. Hence, these “friendly” explanations were a relief for them.
Comparatively, the activities that contributed most to students learning were those in which they needed to use the language (and the topic) orally in real life situations. These type of activities provide students the opportunity of using their L2 outside the context of a classroom.



3.4.2 Explain how your teaching behaviors affected student learning. Consider student response to explaining, giving directions, modeling, organizing activities, leading discussions, the pacing of the lesson, and the overall organization of the lesson.

Even though it was a challenging for me to lead a class, due to my lack of experience, I have to say that I have a personality that allow me to overcome situations in which I need to be in front of an audience. Furthermore, having the time to plan the class and prepare the activities turned out to be essential when dictating the class. Additionally, simplifying the subject in order to avoid students feeling overwhelmed was another factor that allow student to commit with the class and its tasks. Finally, having a wide variety of activities was crucial for students not performing repetitive and classical tasks.



I. REFLECTION AND SELF – EVALUATION

MDD Standard 6

• The teacher candidate identifies the main things learned in this practicum and ways in which this learning has informed their professional development needs, reflecting on the meaning, values, and purposes that will orient his or her professional life.


4.1 Reflect on the main things you have learned about teaching and how these relate to your understanding of the profession and the values that guide your work.

One of the factors that I consider one of the most important is to plan classes in advances, due to it gives you the opportunity of guide yourself while dictating the class. Additionally, I realize that dictate a class is not an easy thing to do, in fact, I conceived it as a sort of performance that requires high concentration and preparation, in order to avoid errors in pronunciation or intonations while explaining the subject or giving instructions.

4.2 Describe one or two areas of professional growth (e.g. instructional strategies, content knowledge).

Both tutorial classes provided me a notion of what is to be a teacher, and what are the aspects that a teacher must considered while dictating a class. In addition, teaching first year students makes me reinforces topics which I have forgotten, not the content, but the theory. Finally, tutorials gave me the opportunity of using the language in a context where I had to force myself to be prepare and aware of my speech during the whole class.








References and Credits: If you referred to other person’s ideas or material in your narrative, you should reference these in a separate section at the end of your narrative under References and Credits. 



Activities for tutorial classes:

http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/grammar-exercise-modals-meaning.php

http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/grammar-exercise-modals.php


Students work:
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